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Towne by burning his owne house, some others were taken Pris- 
oners after they had lay'd downe their armes, and the rest went 
home in Peace. About the 16th of January, 1676-7, the whole 
country had submitted to the Governour and the two and twenty- 
eth hee came home to his house at Greene Spring, and had issued 
out new writts of summons for the convening of a ffree assembly 
at his owne house, the State house being ruined with the rest of 
James Towne. 

The Particulars of this foregoing Narrative being what wee 
could collect or observe from the most credible disinterest.' d 
Persons, most authentique Papers, Records, Reports and the 
Publick Grievances of the respective countyes of Virginia, wee 
have, with all integrity of mind and the best of our understand- 
ing, without favor or partialty, selected and sett downe what wee 
thought most consonant to Truth & Reality, and on the other 
hand rejected whatever wee found or suspected to be false or 
improbable. And doe here according to his Majestye's Royall 
commands and our own Dutyes most humbly leave it to his 
Majestye's most Prudent consideration and Judgement. 

John Berry, 
Francis Moryson. 



DECISIONS OF VIRGINIA GENERAL COURT, 

1626- 1628. 



A court at James citty, 10th day of. January 1626, being present 
Sr. George Yeardley, Knt. Governo' &c, Capt. Smyth, 
Capt. Mathewes, Mr. Persey, Mr. Clayborne, Capt. Tucker 
& Mr. Ferrar. 

The Governor at this court intimated his intent to take upp 
one thousand acres of land as his dividend, lying uppon Blunt 
Point River, & bounded easterly by a creeke that divideth it 
from the land of Robin Poole & Lt. Peppet, next adjoining to 
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their houses now built and soe extending westerly alonge the 
banke of ye river soe. far as unto ye same quantity of land ap- 
pertained northerly uppon the said Blunt Point river and south- 
erly uppon the maine river; w ,h thing the court hath condescended 
unto, as whereas the last court day there was leave given to the 
inhabitants of Pasbehayes to remove themselves from that place, 
the court doth now determine neither to constrain them nor any 
other ye inhabitants of ye maine to stay & inhabit there. 

A Court at James Citty ye nth of January 1626, being present 
Sr. George Yeardley, Knt. Governo' &c, Capt. West, 
Capt. Smyth, Capt. Mathews, Mr. Persey, Mr. Clayborne, 
Capt. Tucker & Mr. Ferrar. 

At this Court Tho. Doe had leave given unto him to remove 
from Kecoughtan & plant at Hogg Island. 

At this Court Henry Gainye was presented before ye Governor 
& councill by ye Provost Marshall for drunkenness, where uppon 
it was ordered that hee should enter into bond of his good be- 
havior of 300' of Tobo. and pay the Provost Marshall twenty 
waight of Tobo. as being the halfe of his fine & due for inform- 
ing. 

The same time Robert Adams was presented likewise for 
drunkenness by ye Provost Marshall and ye like censure inflicted 
on him as is uppon ye said Henry Gainye. 

A Court at James Citty the 12th January 1626, being present Sr. 

George Yeardley, Knt. Governor &c, Capt. West, Capt. 

Smyth, Capt. Mathews, Mr. Persey, Mr. Clayborne, Capt. 

Tucker, Mr. Ferrar. 
At this Court James Tooke has permission given him to re- 
move from the maine w ll, out James Citty and plant at Mulberry 
Island. 

In regard to divers inconveniencies w " appeare to have hap- 
pened by the granting of general Warrants in this Colony, too 
longe to relate, it is ordered that there be none hereafter granted, 
but that it may be lawful to put as many in any single warrant 
as shall inhabiting w ,b in any one plantation. 

The 13th day of January, 1626, all being present as ye day 
before. The Governor and Councill taking into their considera- 
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tion the inconveniences that might happen upon ye arrivall of 
any forriene enemy, w tb out some special order taken what courses 
should be followed if any such thing should come to passe, up- 
pon full debate hereof had have ordered and appointed that as 
concerning the inhabitants of Elizabeth Citty these instructions 
following be observed, viz: that upon the arrivall of any such 
number of shipps uppon w oh the comander there Capt. William 
Tucker, shall have just occasion of suspect shall forthw'" speed 
away a boate to ye Governor and then give present comands to 
all the inhabitants that all his best & most able men be w th all 
possible haste assembled and drawne together to their colours 
to w' b stand and hinder the landing of any enemy by'all possible 
means, and that he appoint another partye out of ye rest in his 
best discretion, & give them instruction to gather the women 
and children and unserviceable people and all their cattle together 
and by their best means to repaire to Mathews Mannor where 
they shall receive further order. And a third party, amongst 
whom io be some honest discreet men that may be always ready 
to carry off into ye woods all provision of what kind soever to 
save it from the enemy, and uppon order from the comander to 
fire any houses and give their attendance about him, for such 
services. It is also thought fitt y't ye comander uppon any 
suspect as aforesaid of a furreine enemy, doe cause all the boates 
and shalops to be filled w" such provisions as ye people have & 
to send them pr'sently up to Newports News where they may 
be ready uppon order given to run up to Mathews Mannor, there 
to be disposed and ordered for their best safetye. And it is fur- 
ther agreed upon & resolved that strict proclamation be pub- 
lished there and through ye whole Colony that noe person what 
soever doe parly or speak any words or make any signs or 
shewes of parly uppon paine of death. And if any man shall 
dare to parly or speak to ye enemy it shall then be lawfull for 
the Comander in Chiefe there to call a Marshalls Court and doe 
p'sent execution. And if the said Comander then doe find ye 
enemy to be of noe great force there he may then be himself 
able to w tb stand that hee doe not then rashly give order for the 
firing of any houses, but doe loose them by degrees at as high 
a rate as he can, still preventing nevertheless the enemys seizing 
on them by firing first. 
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The court taking into consideration that the next ensueing. 
yeare there will be many tenants and servants freed unto whom 
after their freedom there will be noe land due whereby they may 
w ll, out some order taken to the contrary settle and seat themselves 
disposedly and in noe such convenient order wherby to be a 
strength to ye colony, have hereupon thought fitt & accordingly 
ordered that the Governor and Council may give unto ye said 
servants and tenants leases for term of years such quantities of land 
as shalbe needfull proportionably to ye familys of such as in that 
nature shall take leases of any coman as yett untaken up by any 
adventurers or planters w*in ye Colony, yielding and paying 
yearly for every acre one pound of Tobacco. 

The court hath also thought fitt w" 1 ye first means for many 
considerations to seat a sufficient party at Kiskyacke both in 
regard of ye opportunity we shall thereby have to annoy ye 
Indians, & of a good retreat, release we may have been over- 
forced by too powerfull a foreign enemy. And further do resolve 
that noe people shalbe sufferred to sitt down in discomodious 
places whereby they shall not consist of sufficient strength. 

It is ordered that Richard Proctor of Martins Hundred for his 
offence in taxing Capt. Hamor deceased and Mr. Persey unjustly 
of extortion & saying that they were unfitt to sitt at ye councill 
shall suffer one months imprisonment and shall be at the end therof 
sitt in ye pillory and have his ears nailed and shall lastly give 
bond of 300 1 Tobo. w* sufficient surityes for his good behaviour 
and to appear at ye next Quarter Court. 

At this Court Capt. Samuel Mathews moved to have licence & 
permission granted unto him to goe into ye Bay and trade for 
corn, whereupon the Court taking into their consideration the 
great losse and damege that happened this harvest by ill weather 
and great winds whereby a very great parte of ye crops fayled 
and it is to be feared lesste some scarcity of come may ensue in 
this Colony have thought fitt and accordingly ordered that not- 
w ,h standing all former proclamations published and sett forth to ye 
contrary, it shall and may be lawfull for such as shall be in want 
of corne, haveing obtained leave, to goe into ye Bay and there 
trade for corne. And in paticular doe think fitt yt ye said Capt. 
Mathews having sufficiently provided himself w tb a good com- 
panye of men and boats munition, arms offensive and defensive, 
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to goe a trading into any part of ye Bay of Chesapeake & that 
he shall have a comission from the Governor for ye same purposes. 

Quarter Court. 

A court at James citty the 3d of April 1627, being present S' 
George Yeardley, Knt. Governor &c, Capt. West, Dr. 
Pott, Capt. Smith, Capt. Mathewes, Mr. Secretary, Capt. 
Tucker, and Mr. Ferrar. 

Whereas by an act made at the Quarter Court in October 
there was a proclamation published to forbid any person of what 
quality soever to buy any comodities aboard any shipp, uppon 
the penalty of 500' of Tobo. and the said comodities on the 
value of the same, it is at this court thought good to mitigate 
the said fine as being too extreme, and now further ordered that 
every one that shall offend as aforesaid in buying of any comod- 
ities aboard any shipp, shall forfeite one hundred weight of Tob° 
& the said comodities &c. brought on the value of the same as 
often as they shall soe offend. 

It is ordered that Michael Wilcoxes for buying 1 2 Xb of sugar 
aboard the Charitie doe forfeite one hundred waight of Tob° & 
twelve pounds of Tob° for the said sugar, & thirty pounds of 
Tob° for going aboard. 

Whereas not w lb standing an order of court made in October 
last past there be many that have neglected to proove the Wills 
and Testements and bringing in the inventories of persons de- 
ceased, it is thought fitt & hereby ordered that Mr. Will'm 
Claybourne, Secretary, doe in more especiall manner take care 
and provide that the like negligince be hereafter prevented, and 
further that Mr. Claybourne shall have full power and authorite 
to sumon such as doe offend in this case to appear at the Court 
at James City before ye Governor and Councill of State, there 
to answer unto ye same. 

Whereas by some information now of late from other Indians, 
we understand there is a purpose in these Indians o r enemies to 
make a generall assault uppon all o r plantations this spring, it is 
ordered that notice be given by proclamation through the Colo- 
nic that according to a former proclamation published, all dwell- 
ing houses or plantations be strongly palizadoed about and that 
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all men doe carefully stand uppon their guard, keepe sentinell 
uppon their worke men by day & keepe goode watch by night, 
shutting and making fast the gate of their forte, not suffering 
any single men to stragle abroad, where by all danger may be 
prevented. 

At this court there was leave granted that Mr. Secretary 
should have a Comission to goe w 1 " a boate and a sufficient com- 
pany of men into the Bay, and to discover any rivers or creekes 
w ,h in the Bay up to the heads of the same & trade with ye In- 
dians for corn, skins or any other Comodities whatsoever. 

A court at James City the 4th of April 1627, being present, ye 
George Yeardley Knt. &c. Governor, Capt. West, Dr. Pott, 
Capt. Smyth, Captain Mathews, Mr. Secretary, Capt. 
Tucker and Mr. Ferrar. 

At this Court the Governor did testifie that presently after the 
arrival of the tenants belonging to the Secretary from England 
himself did advise Mr. Pory to send the said Tenants over the 
Bay and to plant them there, w" accordingly he did, and so 
made choice of 500 acres of land belonging to his place after- 
wards when himself went over, and seated the said tenants 
uppon the same. 

It is therefore ordered that there be 500 acres of land laid out 
at the place comonly called the secretaries land, att the Eastern 
shore and heretofore planted on by the tenants belonging to sec- 
retaries place, and that if it happen any people to have seated 
themselves w ,b the bounds thereof, that they do either compound 
■w th the Secretary or else deliver upp the land into his possessions. 

It is also hereby provided that if by this means the people 
shall forsake the place and the same shall be left unplanted that 
the secretary doe take some order to see the same again repeo- 
pled and planted. 

A Court held at James City, the 7th day of May 1627, being 
present S r George Yeardley, Knt, &c, Dr. Potts, Capt. 
Roger Smith. 

Whereas it appeareth upon the compl' of Ensigne John Uty, 
(by oaths of John Day and Francis Banks) that Richard Bickley 
hath resisted an opposed him, in his comand, in denying to take 
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armes and discharge his publick dutye, the Court hath ordered, 
that for this his offence he shalbe laid neck and heels 12 hours, 
and at the croppe by way of fine shall pay ioo 1 of Tob". It is 
also ordered at this Court that in regard Roger Dith (by his owne 
confession) hath absented himself from his plantation, (without 
the knowledge or leave of his comander and contrary to an order 
of Court) for the space of eight dayes co'mpleate, that he shall 
pay (according to that order of Court viz: 25 1 of Tobacco for 
every 24 howers absence) the some of 200' of Tob". 

A Court held the 21" of May 1627, being present S r George 
Yeardley Knt. &c, Dr. Pott and Capt. Roger Smith. 

It is ordered upon complaint and information made Ensigne 
John Utye of the drunkenness and other misdemeanor of Roger 
Webster that for his fault he shall pay by way of fyne 20 1 of Tob" 
& put in bond of 300 1 Tobacco to keepe the goode behavior and 
to make his appearance at the next Quarter Court. 

Upon the petition of Bridges Freeman & James Shight this 
Court doth give them free leave to remove themselves and their 
goods from Martin Brandon unto some place or plantation where 
they may live more secured. 

A Court held 25th June 1627. S r George Yeardley, Knt. Gov- 
ernor &C;, Capt. Smyth and Mr. Claybourne. 

Whereas Mr. Will'm Barnes and Robert Paramor did on 
Thursday last behaved themselves very negligently on their 
watch, it is therefore ordered that they shall pay 3 days work 
apiece in cutting downe and clearing off such shrubbs and lowe 
woods as are before the town in the fields, & likewise that Good- 
man Osborne for the like offence doe give 1 dayes work. 



